
APA Model for References

Print Sources

Book

Examples:

Friedman, L. S. (Ed.). (2009). Garbage and recycling. Farmington Hills, MI: Greenhaven Press.

Furhnam, A. (2008). 50 psychology ideas you really need to know. London, England: Quercus Publishing.

Chapter of a Book or a Work in an Anthology

Example:

Senauer, B. & Gemma, M. (2009). The Traditional lifestyle has kept obesity low in Japan. In K. Miller (Ed.), Japan 

(pp. 125-130). Farmington Hills, MI: Greenhaven Press

Reference Book

Examples:

Putzel, J. (2005). Philippines. In D.W. Jacobs (Ed.), The World book encyclopedia (pp. 372-382).  Chicago, IL: 

World Book, Inc.

Young, P. (2003). Hemingway, Ernest Miller. In J.E. Safra (Ed.), The New encyclopedia Britannica micropedia (pp. 

824-826). Chicago, IL : Encyclopedia Britannica, Inc.

Article in a Newspaper 

Example:

Trichur, R. (2009, September 16). Facebook fakery spurs Jamaican bank probe. The Toronto Star, pp. A1, A12.

Author, A.A. (Publication Date). Title of book. City of Publication: Publisher.

Author, A.A.. (Publication Date). Title of chapter/section. In  A.A. Author (Ed.), Title of book (pp.). City of 

Publication: Publisher.

Author, A.A. (Publication Date). Title of entry. In A. Editor (Ed.), Title of Book (pp.). City of Publication: 

Publisher.

Author, A.A. (Year, Month Day of Publication). Title of article. Name of Newspaper, pp.
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Article in a Magazine

Examples:

Chamberlin, J., Novotney A., Packard E., & Price M. (2008, May). Enhancing worker well-being: Occupational 

health psychologists convene to share their research on work, stress, and health. Monitor on Psychology, 

39(5), 26-29.

Koehler, N. & Mendelson R. (2009, September 7). Millionaire murder. Maclean’s, 122(34), 34-37.

Scholarly Journal

Example:

Light, M.A. & Light I.H. (2008). The geographic expansion of Mexican immigrants in the United States and its 

implications for local law enforcement. Law Enforcement Executive Forum Journal, 8(1), 73-82.

In Text Citation

When using APA format, follow the author-date method of in-text citation. This means that the author's last name

and the year of publication for the source should appear in the text, E.g., (Jones, 1998), and a complete reference

should appear in the reference list at the end of the paper.  If you are using a direct quotation you must also include

the page number, E.g. (Jones, 1998, p.31)

Source with one author (Author, Date) (Lye, 2009).

Source with two authors (Author & Author, Date) (Granger & Ellis, 2008).

Source with three to six authors

First Entry

(Authors, Date) (Marquart, Olson & Sorenson,

1994).

Source with two to six authors

Subsequent Entries

(First Author et al., Date) (Marquart et al., 1994).

Source with no author (First word(s) of title, Date) (Canadians, 1996).

Example:

Medieval Europe was a place both of “raids, pillages, slavery, and extortion” and of “traveling merchants, monetary

exchange, towns if not cities, and active markets in grain” (Townsend, 1993, p. 10). 

The parenthetical reference “(Townsend, 1993, p. 10)” indicates that the quotation come from page 10 of a work by

Townsend. Given the author’s last name, your readers can find complete publication information for the source in the

alphabetically arranged Reference list that follows the text of your paper:

Townsend, R. M. (1993). The Medieval village economy. Princeton: Princeton UP. 

An alternative to the author date method is used if the author is mentioned in the text of the paper.  E.g.  After

extensive research Gordon (2001) determined that ....

Author, A.A. (Year, Month Day of Publication). Title of article. Name of Magazine, Vol#(Issue#), xx-xx.

Author, A.A. (Year of Publication). Title of article. Name of Journal, Vol#(Issue#), xx-xx.
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Electronic Sources

Website Link

About climate change. (2009, February 27). In Environment Canada. Retrieved from 

http://www.ec.gc.ca/cc/default.asp?lang=En&n=9C2CF393-1

Halsall, P. (2006, March 27). Saints’ lives. In Internet medieval sourcebook. Retrieved from 

http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/sbook3.html

Online Database

Examples:

Baresic, J., & Gilman, D. (2001, January). How does the pendulum swing on standardized testing? Education 

Digest, 66(5). Retrieved  from Canadian Reference Centre, EBSCO.

Moore, R., & Cotner, S. (2009, February). Rejecting Darwin: The occurrence & Impact of creationism in high school 

biology classrooms. American Biology Teacher, 71(4). Retrieved from Science Reference Center, EBSCO.

Online Scholarly Journal

Example:

Kenneth, I. A. (2000). A Buddhist response to the nature of human rights. Journal of Buddhist Ethics, 8. Retrieved 

from http://www.cac.psu.edu/jbe/twocont.html

Sillick, T.J. & Schutte, N.S. (2006). Emotional intelligence and self-esteem mediate between perceived early 

parental love and adult happiness. E-Journal of Applied Psychology, 2(2). 38-48.  Retrieved from 

http://ojs.lib.swin.edu.au/index.php/ejap

Author, A. A. (Date of publication). Title of article/linked page. In Title of website. Retrieved from

http://www.someaddress.com/full/url/

Author, A. (Date of Publication). Title of article. Name of Journal/Magazine/Newspaper,Vol#(Issue#). 

Retrieved from Database, Aggregate.

Author, A. A. (Date of publication). Title of article. Title of Journal, volume number. pages. (if available)

Retrieved from http://www.someaddress.com/full/url/
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Online Magazine

Examples:

Clay, R. (2008, June). Science vs ideology: Psychologists fight back about the misuse of research. Monitor on 

Psychology, 39(6). Retrieved form http://apa.org/monitor

McGirk, T. (2009, September 9). Questions about reporter’s rescue in Afghanistan. Time. Retrieved from 

http://www.time.com/time/world/article/0,8599,1921263,00.html

Online Newspaper Article

Example:

Scoffield, H. (2009, September 17). Canadians not saving enough to retire. The Toronto Star. Retrieved from 

http://www.thestar.com/business/investing/article/696888

In Text Citation
When using APA format, follow the author-date method of in-text citation. This means that the author's last name

and the year of publication for the source should appear in the text, E.g., (Jones, 1998), and a complete reference

should appear in the reference list at the end of the paper.  If you are using a direct quotation you must also include

the page number, E.g. (Jones, 1998, p.31).  This information should be placed at the end of the sentence.

Source with one author (Author, Date) (Lye, 2009).

Source with two authors (Author & Author, Date) (Granger & Ellis, 2008).

Source with three to six authors

First Entry

(Authors, Date) (Marquart, Olson & Sorenson,

1994).

Source with two to six authors

Subsequent Entries

(First Author et al., Date) (Marquart et al., 1994).

Source with no author (First word(s) of title, Date) (Canadians, 1996).

Example:

Farrell and Munadi were captured by Taliban gunmen on Sept. 5 while reporting on the aftermath of a NATO air

strike on two hijacked fuel tankers. The strike killed more than 90 Afghans and stoked outrage about the frequent

deaths of Afghan civilians in coalition air attacks (McGirk, 2009).

The parenthetical reference “(McGirk, 2009)” indicates that the quotations come from a work by McGirk. Given the

author’s last name, your readers can find complete publication information for the source in the alphabetically

arranged Reference list that follows the text of your paper. 

McGirk, Tim. (2009, September 9). Questions about reporter’s rescue in Afghanistan.  Time. Retrieved from 

http://www.thestar.com/business/investing/article/696888

An alternative to the author date method is used if the author is mentioned in the text of the paper.  E.g.  After

extensive research Gordon (2001) determined that ....

Author, A. (Date of Publication). Title of article. Name of Magazine, Vol#(Issue#) (if available). Retrieved 

from http://www.someaddress.com/full/url/

Author, A.A. (Year, Month Day). Title of article. Name of Newspaper. Retrieved from 

http://www.someaddress.com/full/url/

http://www.apa.org/monitor/
http://www.time.com/time/world/article/0,8599,1921263,00.html


Additional Common Sources

Television Program

Example:

Cater, A. (Writer), & Faint, P. (Director). (2005). Passion and fury: The emotional brain [Television Series Episode]. 

In M. Alder (Producer), The Nature of things. Toronto: Canadian Broadcasting Corporation.

Motion Picture

Example:

Sitgwood, R. & Carr, A. (Producers), &  Kleiser R. (Director). (1978). Grease [Motion Picture].  United States: 

Paramount Pictures.

Writer, W. W. (Writer), & Director, D.D. (Director). (Date of publication). Title of episode [Television series 

episode]. In P. Producer (Producer), Series title. City of origin: Studio or distributor

Producer, P. P. (Producer), & Director, D.D. (Director). (Date of publication). Title of motion picture [Motion 

picture]. Country of origin: Studio or distributor. 



General Notes on Format

• Font: 12 font for both the title and the list

• Title: The title “References” should be centred at the top of the page. Only sources that you actually used
should be included.

• Sources should be alphabetical.  The sources should not be numbered

• The entire list should be double spaced.

• Use a “hanging indention” format.  The first line of the entry should start at the left margin and continue
until you run out of space on the line.  All subsequent lines should be indented ½ inch (use the tab button on
your computer or 7 spaces).

• Follow the examples carefully to ensure that you use italics and other punctuation properly.

Author and Editor Information
• If the book has up to seven authors, include all of their names – Last Name, Initial.

• separate each one with a comma 

• When authors number eight or more, include the first six author’s names, then insert three periods separated
by spaces (. . .)  and then add the last author’s name.

• If the book is edited add Ed. Or Eds. in parentheses after the name.  (Ed.).

Publication Date
• The date should be placed in parentheses after the author’s name.

• If there is not date use: (n.d.)

Title
Books/Non Periodicals

• Italicize

• Only the first word of the title and the first word of the sub-title if there is one.  However, proper nouns are
always capitalized. 

Periodicals - Journals, Magazines, Newspapers

• Italicize

• Give the name of the periodical title in full, using upper and lower case letters

Chapter and Article titles

• Should not be italicized or put in quotation marks

• Only the first word of the title and the first word of the sub-title if there is one.  However, proper nouns are
always capitalized. 

Publication Information
Books/Non Periodicals

• Publication City - must include City and State if in the U.S., using the correct  two letter abbreviation. E.g.
New York, NY:

If outside of the U.S. it must include the city and country.  E.g. Toronto, Canada:

• Publisher - should be kept as brief as possible.  Include the names of associations, corporations, and
university presses but omit terms such as Publishers, Co., and Inc.

E.g. New York, NY: McGraw-Hill

Periodicals

• Give the volume number, in italics, after the periodical title.  Do not include the word Vol. before the
number.

• If the periodical is paginated separately by issue, include the issue number in parentheses immediately after
the volume number.  Then the pages should be included

E.g.  Newsweek, 44(6), 23-27.

• For newspaper articles, use p. or pp.  to designate pagination.  

• E.g. p. A1 - if the article is just on one page

pp. A1-A5 - if the article in on continuous pages

pp. A1, A3, A6-8 - if the article is on non-consecutive pages

Thanks to Mrs. Jill Kellar of Centennial Secondary School for her work on this document. 
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